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April
2018

Welcome to ‘Around the Collie’ for the month of April!
With finally some rain falling last week there’s smiles all round especially for
our gardeners and farmers.
“Oooh” isn’t it exciting with a royal baby due this
month and a royal wedding in May! The activities
team will be running a royal baby competition with a
huge prize for the winner. We will be gathering up all
your guesses so get your thinking caps on - Will it
be a prince or princess - the name, due date,
weight, time – win the big prize up for grabs Will it be a prince or a
princess?
(delivered by royal mail!)
Footy tipping has started and we trust our hot tipsters from round 1 will
share some luck around with the rest of us! Although very early in the
season it looks like the Collywobbles may be coming back to haunt their
fans.
Phyllis, our Roving Reporter has been out and about and this month and
in recognition of Anzac Day coming up, we share some Anzac spirit with
Ron. The scoop is here in the Times as we divulge all the ‘secrets’.
We will be holding an ANZAC service and
Lone dedication here at Bindaree on
Wednesday 25th April at 11am (Anzac Day)
With many residents indicating interest to
hold another BBQ Lunch, we have
scheduled Thursday 5th April to enjoy this
so we look forward to a beautiful sunny day!
Lois who was a member of Australian
Womens Land Army enjoying a chat
with Major Bruce Bingham during a
previous Anzac Day Service in
Mansfield.

We look forward to catching you around
the Collie.

We trust you enjoy this month’s Times
and we wish everyone a very happy and
safe Easter and a fabulous month
of April!

Important
Dates:
1st April-Easter Sunday
5th April-BBQ Lunch
25th April-Anzac Day
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April
Birthdays...
10th-Ray
19th-Mary
26th-Pam
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Kinder Kids...
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Rita Albers..
Nonagenarian & Survivor
Rita was born in Holland in 1928- the same year as the original Mickey
Mouse, Shirley Temple, and the first sliced bread. It was a hard time to
be born in Europe; just around the corner were the great Depression,
and World War Two.
Her mother was German and her father Dutch; during the war he was
interned in a Polish concentration camp. These were frightening,
hungry times for Rita and her siblings. But then she met a handsome
young man called Willem, and a long and happy married life was to
follow.
In 1954 they emigrated here with their two eldest children. After many
months in the Bonegilla Migrant Camp, they began Australian life in
Frankston. Rita worked hard to save, in cleaning and office jobs. Two
more children came along, and now there was Tony, John, Connie, and
Lenie. The family moved to the country in 1969, a farm on Wairere Rd
at Piries.
Rita is a good cook, and she would bake every single day for her family
and the farm workers. She was also active in her community, and has a
commendation from the Red Cross. She was never idle; she enjoyed
walking, knitting, parties, the pokies, and being a fiercely competitive
Bowls Champion.
These days, Rita still shows off her mean
eye-hand skills during Bindaree games.
She has seven grandchildren and ten great
-grandchildren. Her family say that Rita is
a very good mum, and is dedicated to her
family.
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With Ron Hopkins...
WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE MUSIC?
I like Country and Western music such as Smokey Dawson and Tex Morton.
But I also like Bing Crosby.
Starting at around 8 years old I was tutored in Piano for three years.
In High School together with another student I learnt to play the Spanish Guitar.
My experience in playing the piano helped me a lot with this.
Every Sunday I would attend Church where I also enjoyed singing very much.

DO YOU SING IN THE SHOWER?
No I don’t actually sing in the shower at all.

WHAT ARE YOUR INTERESTS?
I love the football especially Collingwood whom I barrack for.
I tape all the games including Grand finals and watch them over and over again
whenever I want to.
Most Saturdays our family used to attend the football and watch Collingwood play.
But I also enjoy Cricket and love playing Billiards.
In the past one of my favourite hobbies was to hunt rabbits, we had a family home
in Blackwood
where I could catch them. But I would also travel to Echuca where my sister and
brother in-law lived to go hunting.

WHAT WAS YOUR BEST HOLIDAY?
When I retired form work I had about 12-weeks long service leave owing to me.
So my wife Norma and I acquired a pop top caravan and travelled from Melbourne
to Cairns.
It was a fantastic holiday we went inland from Melbourne to Cairns and returned via
the coast stopping in all the small towns along the way.
With our three children we also enjoyed many holidays in Blackwood where other
family members had built a log cabin which we used and later my own parents built
a home adjacent to it.
I have many happy memories of these times too.

IF YOU COULD MEET FIVE FAMOUS PEOPLE PAST AND
PRESENT WHO WOULD THEY BE?
Des Tuddenham, Harry Bietzel, Don Bradman, Eddie Charlton and Walter Lindrum.

WHAT DO YOU FEEL MOST PROUD OF?
Well I am most proud of my family and how
Norma and I raised them. Our family would
regularly attend church on Sundays and also
go to many of the Church social events.
The Church was an important part of our
family’s life together.
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Anzac Day as celebrated on the 25th April each year is set
to coincide with the anniversary of the landing at Anzac
Cove in Gallipoli in 1915 during the first World War.
On this day we honour and respect all those who served,
fought and gave their lives while serving in the Military.
Here is Ron’s story in his words, of his experience whilst
serving in the Australian Army.
The Army and the Islands- March 1945-1947
by Ronald Hopkins
When I was 18 I was called up for National Service, it was 1945 and I did not
want to go but there was no choice. The war had finished in Europe but was still
going on in the Pacific.
Initially I went to infantry training at Cowra and Bathurst in NSW. The training
was tough and winter in NSW was very cold. I was given one week’s
embarkation leave before being sent to the Islands on active duty. We were all
ready to leave for the Islands and on our way to the Docks when word came the
War was over. It was like all my Christmas’s had come at once! There were
celebrations all over the city, so strange to see lights everywhere after years of
blackouts.
I had been working in administration before I joined the Army so was based at
Royal Park at reception looking after soldiers who were returning from the
Middle East and the Pacific.
Many of the soldiers were traumatised or injured in the War and I was one of
three or four soldiers dealing with them and it proved to be a big job.
I was able to live at home but after a few months they called for volunteers to
go up to the Islands to relieve the troops who were still there. It was 1946 and
the contract was for twelve months.
I felt we had a duty to our country and to the soldiers in the Islands who were
waiting to come home.
Although the War was over in the Pacific there
were still over 140,000 Japanese soldiers to be
repatriated. Soldiers who had served during the
War in the Pacific were keen to return home and
Army volunteers were called for to take their
places. I felt that the soldiers who fought for so
long deserved to return home and so I volunteer
-ed along with many of my friends to go to Rabaul.
We firstly had to go by train to Sydney, along with
hundreds of others to embark on HMAS Kanimbla.
The ship stopped off at Brisbane to pick up more
soldiers and the journey took about a week to
Rabaul.
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Ron’s story cont…
The soldiers lived in Army huts and tents, the Americans were still there and it was
tropical heat, hot, steamy and wet. It would rain at a certain time of day and
sometimes torrential rain would continue for hours on end and throughout the
night.
I was again working in an administrative role and one of my jobs was organising the
Japanese soldiers who worked in the truck pool. I would collect them at 7.30 in the
morning ,12-14 of them
and drive them in a trailer from their accommodation to work. At first I was a bit
worried about being left alone with so many Japanese soldiers and thinking it
would be very easy to get your throat cut!
Each Australian soldier had his own small 10ft by 8ft room with a single bed, small
cupboard and mosquito net. All the meals were eaten in the mess hut and it was a
fairly monotonous meat and vegetable diet. Work went on for six days a week with
Sundays off and church services held by forces chaplains. The only way you got
home was on special leave for weddings or funerals back home.
Letters from home were a highlight as were open air movies twice a week for the
troops.
Local native people worked within the compound at routine jobs and Japanese
soldiers were required to grow their own food to sustain such large numbers.
Each ship that left for Japan would carry up to 1000 Japanese troops but the
process still took over a year. Many Japanese soldiers were still on the many
isolated islands throughout the region and some did not even know the War was
over.
After about 8 months I broke a tooth and it could not be fixed. After a while I began
to feel quite ill and went to see a medic. I was placed in the sick bay and stayed
there for around ten days.
As the days went on I did not eat and progressively became worse. No one could
tell me what was wrong with me. It came to a point where I really believed that I
was going to die.
Needless to say I did eventually get better but even though I returned to work I still
felt sick three months later. After my discharge I contacted Army Headquarters and
gained access to my medical records and found out I was suspected of having
Dengue fever.
When I returned home and left the Army I found that those two years of structure
and routine had a lifelong effect on me. I liked life to have a sense of order and it
was something that stayed with me in civilian life.
I returned to work in Melbourne back at my old job with the Metropolitan Gas
Company and resumed my accountancy studies. It was at work where I met my
future wife Norma, I had actually noticed her before I joined the army she worked
in the accounts department. We wrote to each other whilst I was away in Rabaul
and I wrote asking her to marry me. Luckily she said yes and we became engaged
upon my return home. In November 1947 we were married
at the Yan Street Methodist Church in Preston.
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Match the Character to the book..
We’ve answered one to get you started..
Holden Caulfield
Elizabeth Bennet
Scarlett O'Hara
Artful Dodger
Hermione Granger
Holly Golightly
Daisy Buchanan
Jo March
Anne Shirley
Hercule Poirot
Blanche Dubois
Rodion Raskolnikov
Heathcliff
Celie
Sherlock Holmes
Philip Marlowe
Mary Lennox

Oliver Twist
Breakfast at Tiffany's
Little Women
Anne of Green Gables
A Streetcar Named Desire
Crime and Punishment
The Big Sleep
Wuthering Heights
The Colour Purple
The Hound of the Baskervilles
Gone With The Wind
Harry Potter & the Philosopher's Stone
The Great Gatsby
Don Quixote
Pride and Prejudice
The Catcher in the Rye
The Murder of Roger Ackroyd

Congratulations to our Easter Raffle Winners;
1st Prize-Danny Guppy
2nd Prize-Nancy Jones

Easter Jokes…
Why does the Easter bunny have a shiny nose?
His powder puff is on the wrong end.
Why did the Easter egg hide?
He was a little chicken!
What kinds of books do bunnies
like?
Ones with hoppy endings!
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DAY

DATE

MORNING

AFTERNOON

Sunday

1st

Easter Sunday

Monday

2nd

Newspaper Reading

1.45pm-Bingo

Tuesday

3rd

Special Brekky; Trivia

2pm-Word Game
3.15pm-Movie in the Collie

Wednesday

4th

10.30am Bingo

2pm-Fun with Marion

Thursday

5th

10.30am-Exercises; BBQ
Lunch

2pm-Art program with Caral &
David

Friday

6th

Who am I?; Quiz

2pm-Word Challenge

Monday

9th

Newspaper Reading; Exercises 1.45pm-Bingo

Tuesday

10th

Special Brekky; Trivia

3pm-Piano accordion with
Laurie

Wednesday

11th

10.30am Bingo

Card Games

Thursday

12th

11am-Church Service

2pm-Denis Tucker Concert

Friday

13th

Fun with Marion

2pm-Word Challenge

Monday

16th

Cooking; Shuffle board

1.45pm-Bingo

Tuesday

17th

Special Brekky; Scrabble with 2pm-Movie in the Collie
a Twist

Wednesday

18th

10.30am Bingo

12.45pm-Kinder Kids

Thursday

19th

11am-YEP Snooker morning

2pm Remember When

Friday

20th

Fun with Marion

2pm-Word Challenge

Monday

23rd

Newspaper Reading; Exercises 1.45pm-Bingo

Tuesday

24th

Trivia Quiz

Card Games

Wednesday

25th

ANZAC DAY; 10.30am Bingo

12.45pm-Kinder Kids

Thursday

26th

10:30am Exercises

Armchair Travel in Collie

Friday

27th

Fun with Marion

2pm-Word Challenge

Monday

30th

Newspaper Reading; Exercises 1.45pm-Bingo
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DAY

DATE

MORNING

AFTERNOON

Sunday

1st

Monday

2nd

Fun with Janet

1.45pm-Bingo; Fun with Janet

Tuesday

3rd

Fun with Marion

Arts & Crafts with Marion

Wednesday

4th

Remember When & Word Game

Ball Games, Songs & Singers

Thursday

5th

Games with Roxy

Ten Pin Bowls

Friday

6th

9.15am Bonnie Doon Drive

Mini-Golf

Saturday

7th

Did you know? & Word Game

Balloon Badminton, Let’s Talk

Sunday

8th

Cooking & Word Game

Poems & Stories, Bingo

Monday

9th

News Reading & Ball Games

Exercises, Hangman

Tuesday

10th

Dancing, Music & Song, Bush Poetry;

Remember When ; 3pm-Laurie Concert

Wednesday

11th

Games with Roxy

Word Games & Cooking

Thursday

12th

11am-Church

2pm-Denis Tucker Concert

Friday

13th

Games with Carol

Ten Pin Bowls

Saturday

14th

Cooking & Painting

Exercises

Sunday

15th

Arts & Crafts, Shuffle Board

Bingo

Monday

16th

Newspaper Reading; Exercises

1.45pm-Bingo

Tuesday

17th

Word Game, Exercises

Cards

Wednesday

18th

Local News Stories

Kinder Kids

Thursday

19th

Games with Roxy

Fun with Gail

Friday

20th

9.15am Bus trip to Jamieson

Fun with Gail

Saturday

21st

Cooking

Arts & Crafts

Sunday

22nd

Arts & Crafts

Games

Monday

23rd

News Reading & Exercises

Hangman

Tuesday

24th

Dancing, Music & Song, Bush Poetry

Remember When & Anzac Singalong

Wednesday

25th

ANZAC DAY

Cooking

Thursday

26th

Exercises & Games

Mini-Golf

Friday

27th

9.15am Morning tea at Beolite

Ten Pin Bowls

Saturday

28th

Cooking

Arts & Crafts

Sunday

29th

Singing, Exercise

Shuffle Board & Bingo

Monday

30th

Newspaper Reading; Exercises

1.45pm-Bingo

Easter Sunday

Arts & Crafts, Shuffle Board & Bingo

