March 2018

DAY

DATE

ACTIVIT Y

Thursday

1st

Pamparazzi and Blue range Rd trip PM

Friday

2nd

Singalong with Sylvia 2 PM

3rd & 4th

Fun with Tony

Monday

5th

Bingo

Tuesday

6th

Walks with Lex ; pancakes in the garden

Wednesday

7th

Bowls

Thursday

8th

Pamparazzi and Mac’s cove drive Pm

Friday

9th

Denis Tucker concert

Saturday & Sunday

Saturday & Sunday

10th & 11th Bingo & Fun with Janet

Monday

12th

Labour Day, movie afternoon “Babe.”

Tuesday

13th

Walks with Lex; Bowls with Tony

Wednesday

14th

Hoy

Thursday

15th

Pamparazzi and Tolmie drive

Friday

16th

Men’s Shed mystery guest and vehicle

Saturday & Sunday

17th & 18th St Patrick’s Day!! Planting of the sweet peas, and Irish songs with
Adele at 1.30 PM. Prize for the greenest resident and staff
member. / Fun with Tony

Monday

19th

Bingo

Tuesday

20th

Walks with Lex ; Foot massages

Wednesday

21st

2pm- Residents & Relatives meeting. All Welcome.

Thursday

22nd

Ecumenical Easter Church Service 10.45 in the big lounge. All
Welcome. PM Mystery Easter Drive

Friday

23rd

Bush Poetry with Liz Seaton at 2 PM

Saturday & Sunday

24th & 25th Fun with Janet / Fun with Janet

Monday

26th

Bingo

Tuesday

27th

Walks with Lex and Pancakes in the garden

Wednesday

28th

Quiz

Thursday

29th

Pamparazzi and Cemetary trip

Friday

30th

Good Friday: 10.30 AM Billy Arnold in the Big Lounge.

Saturday

31st

Fun with Tony, and afternoon movie Easter Parade.

Happy birthday Jim Parker

It’s easy to find a nurse
when you have cake

Happy birthday Kev Parker
Kev is completely surprised
at Tony's skill in presenting
birthday cakes.

Here we see again, the effect
cake has on the females of
the nursing species.

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
4th- Paul
27th– Elaine

Many happy returns this month to Paul Nolan who
has a milestone birthday on the 4th. Paul was born
on the same day as Shakin’ Stevens, and it was a
good year for music with Simon and Garfunkel’s
Bridge Over Troubled Water topping the charts.
Also notable that year was the very first Holden car,
the FX. You could buy it in black, cream, grey or
blue. Happy birthday Paul!
Also celebrating this month is “E” (Elaine Hart) on
the 27th of March. You were born the same year as
Tom and Jerry, and the hit song from that year was
Bing Crosby’s “Only Forever.”
Hope you have a great day E.

“Remember When” – First train to Mansfield
The last passenger train to Mansfield ran on May 28 1977 however we took a moment to
Remember When the first train arrived in Mansfield in 1891 and thanks to Rita, this was made
very easy.
In 1991, Rita was the event coordinator for a celebration re-enactment of the first train arriving in
Mansfield which was put on in conjunction with the Mansfield Historical Society. Rita then
continued on with chartering the history of Mansfield’s long struggle for a railway leading up to,
and the arrival of the first train when she coordinated a publication - Mansfield At Last.
It was published by the Mansfield Historical Society in 1994, and at this time, George D’Arcy was
president. Whilst George officially launched the publication on behalf of the HS, he credits
Mansfield At Last much to the work and determination of Rita. Extracts from the book include a
Mansfield Courier report so we now take a little moment to share the story of the big day when
the first train came to Mansfield.

The Great Day...
The GREAT OPENING DAY of the line to Mansfield was 6th
October 1891. The day dawned beautifully fine and clear and
nature smiled on all sides. The people poured into the township
from Merrijig, Jamieson and WoodsPoint. The towns-people stirred
early decorating shops with greenery and bunting, and stretching a
line of flags across the High Street from Isaac Kelson’s Mart to Mr
Moorey’s shop. It was a great disappointment to the committee to
learn that the Governor Earl of Hopetoun could not attend, and then
only a few hours beforehand that the Premier and Minister for
Railways would not be able to be present.
At about 1pm a large procession formed at the Shire hall headed by the Oddfellows’ banner mounted on
Mr James Dundas’ lorry, which after traversing the principal streets of the town made its way to the newly
painted station, hung about with flowers, laurel wreaths and flags. The various societies, banners flying,
were represented. The Mansfield Brass Band, mounted on a lorry, and conducted by Mr. Heinze played
sweet harmonies along the way. Eighteen members of the Fire Brigade displayed their new uniforms, and
their hose reel was hung with small flags; seventy five members of the Manchester United Independent
Order of Odd Fellows were there in their regalia; the Orangemen and the Hibernians, waving great
banners were admired by the crowds lining the streets; some 150 State school children marched behind
their head master Mr J. Elvins, and the children from the convent school were led by Fathers O’Hanlon
and Cusack. The little girls lent variety to the cavalcade dressed in white dresses, veils and wreaths.
Several ladies brought up the rear.
It is estimated that close on 400 persons took part in the procession. In orderly rows they all filed on to the
platform, which somehow accommodated some two thousand people.
In the foreground stood the members of the Shire Council, and residents who had taken an active part in
the committees; next standing ten feet from the platform edge the children were mustered in single file,
the girls on the right and the boys on the left, with the Fire Brigade and the Oddfellows standing behind,
the rest of the citizens behind them.

The Great Day cont….The train was 15 minutes late, a mere nothing after
waiting 17 years for one to arrive.
When a plume of smoke was seen rising above the railway
cutting half a mile from the town the cheering began and
almost drowned the long sustained whistling of the finally
triumphant iron horse. Gleaming with polish and paint,
shining wheels slowing down, faces at every clear, bright
window, the train stopped with a long hiss of steam and
clank of metal, a great moment in Mansfield history, the
time being 2pm, Tuesday the 6th October 1891. The engine
was one of the American-style engines used on branch
lines and made by the Phoenix Foundry at Ballarat.

On its approach to the platform the band struck up “National Unity”, followed by the National
Anthem, and important people stepped onto the platform to be greeted by the President of the
Shire Edward Macartney and the two Vice-Chairmen, Messrs Neely and Kitchen. The visitors
included Hon James Howlin Graves MLA for Delatite, who had worked hard for this day; Mr
Butters MLC, Messrs Hunt MLA and Clark MLA. Mr W.Witt the former member who had been
secretary of the North Eastern Railway League for many years, and Archbishop Carr who was a
loved and always welcome visitor to Mansfield. He had come to lay the foundation stone of the
new convent for the Sisters of Mercy and happily it coincided with Mansfield’s great day.

Mr Macartney welcomed them all and then asked the special guests to come to the new goods
shed where a banquet was spread ‘for one hundred and fifty gentlemen.’ Happy children piled
into the train and were given a joy ride to Maindample and back, leaving the gentlemen a
peaceful two hours to enjoy their banquet. What a banquet it was! It had been prepared by
Mansfield’s own baker and caterer, Edward Davies from Bristol, England. On long trestle tables,
covered with white linen, decorated with epergnes of smilax and carnations, bowls of early La
France roses, jardiniers of aspidistra, were dishes of meats, side dishes of poultry and galantines:
pork pies rising from white paper frills, platters of peas from the Chinese garden, potatoes from
Tolmie; baskets of fruit from local gardens; cruets holding every possible kind of sauces; trifles
and jellies, cordials and sweet syrups.

The centre piece and highlight of the main guest table was a model of a railway engine carved in
butter, holding its shape very well until the crowded good shed got too warm and the engine
slowly subsided over its melting wheels. Waiters and waitresses flew round; there was
champagne ale and wine, a long toast list with brief speeches since the returning train was due to
leave at half past five. The opening toast proposed by Mr Macartney of “The Queen and Royal
Family” was enthusiastically and musically honoured. Toasts to “His Excellency the Governor”
and “The Ministry” etc. were likewise raised.

The important guests departed and then Mansfield’s fun really began for Wirth’s
Circus had come to town and there was a gala performance that night.

Thanks again to Gerald
Egan for hosting us at the racing stables

Paul and Buzz

Kay and Gerald

"How is Nipper?"
"Half-fit, he'll win in the autumn."

RN Blakey and Sam
Kay's horse Nipper

Molly meeting the beautiful beasts
Peter giving the saddle some dubbin, ready
for some track-work

Jim with the gorgeous Gordy

Resident’s enjoying various activities….

