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Wednesday

1st

Exercises; 2PM Adele Concert

Thursday

2nd

Pamparazzi; Bus Trip-Hutchison’s Rd

Friday

3rd

Cooking with Rocky

Saturday & Sunday 4th & 5th

9.30AM-Launch the Mary Poppins Parade Float; Fun with Janet

Monday

6th

10.30AM-Exercises; 1.30PM-Christmas Jewells with Jo de Bono

Tuesday

7th

Melbourne Cup Day; Sweeps & Pancake Wagon

Wednesday

8th

11AM-Exercises; Bus Trip-Local Drive

Thursday

9th

Pamparazzi & Town Walk; 1.30PM-Resident and Relative

Friday

10th

2PM-Denis Tucker Concert

Saturday & Sunday 11th & 12th Remembrance Day; A short service will be held at 11 AM in the
Buckland Lounge. Thank-you to Jim Parker who will lead the Ode. PM-

Walks with Tony

Monday

13th

10.30AM-Exercises; PM-BINGO

Tuesday

14th

Ice Cream Wagon

Wednesday

15th

11AM-Exercises; PM-Cards

Thursday

16th

Pamparazzi; Bus Trip-Howes Creek Road

Friday

17th

2PM-Liz Seaton Concert

Saturday & Sunday 18th & 19th Fun with Janet
Monday

20th

10.30AM-Exercises; PM-BINGO

Tuesday

21st

Pancake Wagon

Wednesday

22nd

11AM-Exercises; PM-Cards

Thursday

23rd

Pamparazzi & Church Service; Bus Trip-Jamieson Drive

Friday

24th

Trivia Quiz with Rocky

Saturday & Sunday 25th & 26th Fun with Tony
Monday

27th

10.30AM-Exercises; PM-BINGO

Tuesday

28th

Ice Cream Wagon

Wednesday

29th

11AM-Exercises; PM-Cards

Thursday

30th

Pamparazzi; Bus Trip-Local Drive
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Pat Arbuthnot’s Uncle
Tom is 2nd soldier from
left in back row.

Happy birthday this month to David on
the 9th. The hit song from the year of
your birth was Cry by Johnny Ray. Mum
probably sang it to you in your cot.

Also Norma celebrates a very grand age on
Remembrance Day. The hit song of your
birth-year was Toot Toot Tootsie Goodbye,
sung by Al Jolsen.

Hope you both have a great day with
your family and friends.

Thank-you to Mary Parker for our beautiful crochet
red poppies; also to Jim Parker who will represent
the RSL in our 11 AM service on Remembrance Day.
This year you may notice the blue poppies; these signify all the
animals who served in battle. Besides horses and dogs, there was
also camels, and pigeons. One famous pigeon saved the lives of over
200 men; she died of bullet wounds and is still remembered today.

The Story of Cher Ami….
Cher Ami, two French words meaning "Dear Friend". Cher
Ami spent several months on the front lines during the
Fall of 1918. He flew 12 important missions to deliver
messages. Perhaps the most important was the message
he carried on October 4, 1918.
Mr. Charles Whittlesey was a lawyer in New York, but
when the United States called for soldiers to help France
regain its freedom, Whittlesey joined the Army and went
to Europe to help. He was made the commander of a battalion of soldiers in
the 77th Infantry Division, known as "The Liberty Division" because most of
the men came from New York and wore a bright blue patch on their
shoulders that had on it the STATUE OF LIBERTY.
On October 3, 1918 Major Whittlesey and more than 500 men were trapped
in a small depression on the side of the hill. Surrounded by enemy soldiers,
many were killed and wounded in the first day. By the second day only a
little more than 200 men were still alive or unwounded.
Major Whittlesey sent out several pigeons to tell his commanders where he
was, and how bad the trap was. The next afternoon he had only one pigeon
left, Cher Ami.
During the afternoon the American Artillery tried to send some protection
by firing hundreds of big artillery rounds into the ravine where the Germans
surrounded Major Whittlesey and his men. Unfortunately, the American
commanders didn't know exactly where the American soldiers were, and
started dropping the big shells right on top of them. It was a horrible
situation that might have resulted in Major Whittlesey and all his men
getting killed--by their own army.

Major Whittlesey called for his last pigeon, Cher Ami. He wrote a quick and
simple note, telling the men who directed the artillery guns where the
Americans were located and asking them to stop. The note that was put in
the canister on Cher Ami's left leg simply said:

“We are along the road parallel to 276.4. Our own artillery is dropping a
barrage directly on us. For heaven’s sake, stop it.”

As Cher Ami tried to fly back home, the Germans saw him rising out of the brush and
opened fire. For several minutes, bullets zipped through the air all around him. For a
minute it looked like the little pigeon was going to fall, that he wasn't going to make
it. The doomed American infantrymen were crushed, their last home was plummeting
to earth against a very heavy attack from German bullets.
Somehow Cher Ami managed to spread his wings and start climbing again, higher and
higher beyond the range of the enemy guns. The little bird flew 25 miles in only 25
minutes to deliver his message. The shelling stopped, and more than 200 American
lives were saved...all because the little bird would never quit trying.
On his last mission, Cher Ami was badly wounded. When he finally reached his coop,
he could fly no longer, and the soldier that answered the sound of the bell found the
little bird laying on his back, covered in blood. He had been blinded in one eye, and a
bullet had hit his breastbone, making a hole the size of a quarter. From that awful
hole, hanging by just a few tendons, was the almost severed leg of the brave little
bird. Attached to that leg was a silver canister, with the all-important message. Once
again, Cher Ami wouldn't quit until he had finished his job.

Cher Ami became the hero of the 77th Infantry Division, and the medics
worked long and hard to patch him up. When the French soldiers that the
Americans were fighting to help learned they story of Cher Ami's bravery
and determination, they gave him one of their own country's great
honors. Cher Ami, the brave carrier pigeon was presented a medal called
the French Croix de guerre with a palm leaf.

Though the dedicated medics saved Cher Ami's life, they couldn't save his
leg. The men of the Division were careful to take care of the little bird that had saved
200 of their friends, and even carved a small wooden leg for him. When Cher Ami was
well enough to travel, the little one-legged hero was put on a boat to the United
States. The commander of all of the United States Army, the great General John J.
Pershing, personally saw Cher Ami off as he departed France.

The Boer War 1899-1902
In the 1880’s, the southern tip of South Africa became very
unsettled. The Dutch-African locals, the Boers, did not want to
bow down to British rule. The discovery of gold and diamonds
caused a British invasion of the region, and in 1899 the Boers
decided to attack. Australia sent five waves of soldiers to assist
the Brits; many of these were farmers or bushmen. But as the
war dragged on, support for the guerrilla war diminished.
Conditions were terrible for men and horses; long treks in
extreme conditions of both heat and cold. As many died from
exhaustion or disease as those lost in battle. Typhoid was rife.
Boer civilians suffered dreadfully; their farms had been
confiscated and they were rounded up into concentration camps.
Most died there. Surprisingly, of the 16 000 Australian men who
went, only 600 were lost. One of these became a famous figure in
history: Breaker Morant. The local men who were lost in this
conflict are remembered on the obelisk in the middle of the town.
One soldier who made it home was a Mansfield farmer called Tom
Reardon. He returned home, and is
fondly remembered by Pat Arbuthnot as
“Uncle Tom.”
“Uncle Tom was a lovely man; he always
had time for us kids. His place was out
on Pike’s Lane. I think it is important to
remember people who volunteered.”

Two new beds planted with phlox and
feather flowers. The trellis will be shaded
by beautiful grapes. Thanks to our MDH
executive and Aaron from maintenance for
getting this project up and ready for spring
growth.

Bentley Cottage garden, one
of the most beautiful gardens
in Victoria.

