Summer Edition 2016/2017

Thursday

1st Dec

Bonnie Doon Trip

Friday

2nd Dec

Christmas Party Cooking with Rochelle

Monday

5th Dec

Christmas Craft with Rochelle

Thursday

8th Dec

Christmas Shopping In Town

Friday

16th Dec Our World Famous Christmas Party from 11.30am. Please let us know if you
can join us for lunch. The Pantomime will be at 1.30pm

Tuesday

20th Dec 11am Ecumenical Christmas Church Service, All Welcome

Sunday

25th Dec Christmas Day

Thursday

5th Jan

Tolmie Drive. Please note some trips have to be cancelled once temperatures
reach into the 30s

Thursday

12th Jan

Merimbah Drive

Monday

23rd Jan

The magical tones of Lawrie’s piano-accordion at 1.30pm

Wednesday 25th Jan

The booming baritone and hilarious rhymes with Bush Poet Bill Forrest at
1.30pm

Thursday

26th Jan

Fun among the gum trees with the nurses on Australia Day

Friday

27th Jan

Magical Aussie Music Memories with Tony Hosemans at 1.30pm

Tuesday

31st Jan

Mystery Men’s Shed special guest at 1.30pm

NB: Don’t forget to enter our Christmas Door Decorations Contest,
winner to be announced on Party Day.
Other events to be calendared soon are the Australia Post shop at Buckland, and a visit with the MAD Orchestra.

December:
Happy Birthday to Jim on the 1st
Dec, to Chris who is turning a nice
round number on the 10th and to
Marg Stevens on Christmas Day.

January:
Have a great day to Marg Porter
on the 11th and to Cliff
on the 17th.

Ellen and family
celebrate her
birthday!

David celebrated hid
birthday with his
friends and his lovely
mum, Pat.

The gorgeous Norma
on her birthday in the
Garden.

Margaret and family
have welcomed a new
great grandbaby recently.
Congratulations on the
birth of Ava .

RN Nathan and Ellen
enjoying learning to
make corsages for
Oaks Day, thanks Kris
Blake from Homesta-

Jewellry class
teacher Jo De Bono
with the
Blingmaster,
Norma .

We visit our garden president's lovely home, a picture of
pink in poppies and roses. Pictured above : Keith, Val,
and Paul
Below: Val’s Backyard

Above: Sam and Kay with
Buttons.

Star profile:

George Hughes, war veteran

George was born in Glasgow in 1925. This was a very hard time for Scotland, not yet recovered
from World War One and then plunged into the Great Depression. Many children of this era were
orphaned, or given up as orphans because their parents were unable to feed them. George often
used to talk to me of his orphanage days, and how he used to look after the boys who were
younger than he was. George went straight from the orphanage to the Royal Navy at the age of
14. He loved the Navy life and used to laugh and say that he did have a girl in every port. George
in his old age has always been the most cheerful man in the world, always ready to laugh, sing, or
play the harmonica.
Here is an article we wrote at the time he received a very rare medal, The Arctic Star.
A very special event for Bindaree this month when George Hughes receives the Arctic Convoy Star Medal. This is
George’s third active service star; and will be presented on Remembrance Day . Only 200 living returned men will receive
this star. Seventy years ago, these sailors delivered food and goods to the Western front. Supply lines were kept open to
Russia, even though conditions were horrendous and losses were heavy. In 2012, it was decided to recognise this amazing
feat.
Below is some commentary on the arctic service, one voice from the present, and one from the past.
“Many of the convoys sailed from Scotland, and the conditions, danger, and heavy losses means we owe them our continued
gratitude. It is fitting we remember their sacrifice.” Prince Michael of Kent
“The worst journey in the world.” Winston Churchill
Veterans of the Arctic Convoys won their 70-year battle for recognition yesterday when David Cameron revealed they will
finally be given campaign medals.
The 200 survivors will be presented with the medals next year, marking a victory for the Daily Mail’s campaign to win
recognition for the veterans of the convoys.
No 10 sources said that the medals would also be awarded posthumously, meaning the families of those Arctic Convoy
veterans who died during the Second World War or since can collect one on their behalf.
More than 66,000 Royal Navy sailors and merchant seamen braved sub-zero temperatures, U-boats, surface warships and
aircraft to keep supply lines to Russia open.
However, the onset of the Cold War meant it was politically difficult to give them a medal for assisting the Soviet Union and
it is only now their sacrifice has been properly recognised.
Convoy veterans welcomed Mr Cameron’s announcement but accused him of dragging his feet after promising to act two
years ago.
Commander Eddie Grenfell, 92, from Portsmouth, was on four of the convoys and was one of the few survivors when his
ship, the SS Empire Lawrence, was blown up in 1942.
He said: ‘Of course I’m delighted that all the veterans are finally being recognised but why have we had to wait so long?
'We were promised a medal by [Tory leaders] Iain Duncan Smith in 2003, Michael Howard in 2004 and David Cameron.
‘Yet no end of my Arctic chums have crossed the bar in the intervening years.’
Denis Graystone, 89, from Finchley, served as a radar rating on the cruiser HMS Diomede. He said: ‘I’m very pleased, it’s a
nice gesture, but it’s long overdue.’
In a linked announcement, the airmen of Bomber Command learned
that they will get a campaign clasp to match the Battle of Britain
clasp given to Fighter Command personnel.
Mr Cameron told MPs he had accepted the recommendations of a
review of military medals carried out by former diplomat Sir John
Holmes.
He found that Bomber Command personnel were unfairly treated –
in part because the bombing of Germany was criticised after the war.
Details of who will be eligible for the honours will be drawn up by the
Ministry of Defence and announced in the spring.
Mr Cameron told MPs he agreed ‘the heroic aircrews should be
awarded a Bomber Command Clasp’ and said: ‘I am very pleased that
some of the brave men of the Arctic Convoys will get the recognition
they so richly deserve for the very dangerous work they did.’

